“Why We Should Exit Iraq Now,” by Bill Richardson, Washington Post, September 8, 2007
          http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/09/07
Main Conclusion: We should remove all our troops and launch diplomatic efforts in Iraq and internationally to bring stability.

Premises:

1. I am the only candidate committed to getting our troops out quickly.

      [Fallacy: Irrelevant thesis – “the only candidate” – (doesn’t mean it is the right policy)].
2. If we elect someone who thinks we should stay in Iraq for years, that’s what we’ll get – a tragic mistake.

      [Fallacy:  begging the question – “for years – a tragic mistake”].
3. Clinton and others think a complete withdrawal would be irresponsible, but facts suggest a drawn-out “Vietnam-like process” would be worse.

      [Fallacy:  Hasty Generalization – (one case – Vietnam)].

4. Only a complete withdrawal can shift the politics of Iraq and stop the killing.

      [Fallacy:  Black or White (withdrawal or nothing? even “success”?)]
5. We cannot win someone else’s civil war, and reconciliations among factions will be postponed as long as our troops are there.

     [Fallacy:  Sweeping Generalization – “cannot win …”]
6. It weakens us in the war against al-Qaeda by portraying us as occupiers. When we leave this myth collapses, and Iraqis will drive jihadists out. And we can focus on Pakistan-Afghanistan border. 

    [Fallacy:  Hasty Generalization – “when we leave”]

7. We could withdraw in 6-8 months. We did so after the Persian Gulf war through Kuwait, as we could do through Turkey.
     [Fallacy: Hasty Generalization – ignores unforeseen circumstances with Turkey]

8. After withdrawal begins, we gain diplomatic leverage. They will face Iraq’s collapse and neighbors will face greater number of refugees over their borders.
     [Fallacy: Hasty Generalization – “gain diplomatic advantage”]

9. We can hold a conference for reconciliation and cooperation as in Bosnia.

     [Fallacy:  Hasty Generalization – “as in Bosnia” (we still have troops in Bosnia]

10. My plan is realistic because it is less risky. It makes our military available for real challenges. We’ll have less bloodshed, unlike the disastrous slow withdrawal from Vietnam (21,000 killed during withdrawal).
       [Fallacy:  Hasty Generalization – based on one case (Vietnam)]  

11. As President I would end the war, if Congress fails.

      [Fallacy:  Hasty Generalization – declaring the war “over” might not end it if our enemies keep it going]
12. We need precise answers:  How many troops left in Iraq?  For how long? To do what, exactly?

       [Fallacy:  Trivial objection – just get it done, the best way we can!]
   Therefore:  For these reasons we should get out now.

   Comment:  The predominant fallacy is the Hasty Generalization – inferring from only one or a few historical cases to hopeful but not inevitable conclusions.  A lot of positive outcomes are necessary for Richardson’s plan to work (which might not happen).
