                            Analysis of Fred Thompson’s “Common Sense on Capital Punishment”

                           For original speech, go to http://www.townhall.com/Common/Print.aspx
    Thompson’s conclusion:  Executions deter murder.

   His arguments are:

   1.  All good Americans agree with honest research, which shows capital punishment deters murders.

         [Fallacy:  poisoning the well (the opposition is, by innuendo, characterized as dishonest  -- “honest,” as opposed to “dishonest,” research to the contrary]
   2. The research that concludes it is not deterrent is done Thompson says, by “self-proclaimed smart kids.”
            [Fallacy:  ad hominem abusive]
3. Thompson says the “smart kids” say “Murderers only want attention.”

             [Fallacy:  straw man (reducing the opposing position to a slogan)]
4.  Serious researchers think capital punishment is a deterrent.

              [Fallacy:  ad hominem abusive (those who disagree are frivolous)]
5. He says “study after study” show executions deter murders. 
             [Fallacy:  Inconsistency – these researchers are not some of those “smart kids”?]
6. Thompson claims research shows that three to eighteen (18) murders are prevented for each execution?? 
           [Fallacies:  Hasty generalization – How could any research show such a thing, even that of the “smart kids”?]
                          [ Appeal to authority – researchers]

7. He says a well-known opponent of capital punishment changed his/her mind.
           [Fallacies:  Hasty generalization – only one opponent changed his/her mind?

                             [Appeal to (unknown authority, innocent life is saved by death penalty]

8. Thompson admits that the use of DNA proves we need to be more careful … and then go ahead executing people. But evidence can be falsified – even DNA evidence.

     [Fallacies:  Sweeping generalization – DNA doesn’t fix everything.]
                       [Shifting ground – “be more careful”]

     Overall fallacy – Fallacy of Irrelevant Thesis:  the deterrent effect of capital punishment is one thing, the justice of it is another. He evades the fact that some innocent people will be executed.
