Analysis of Gore Excerpt from The Assault on Reason
Time, Wednesday, May 16, 2007
Main Conclusion:  Our democracy is in danger from an assault on reason and we must repair it.

1. Gore quotes Senator Robert Byrd on the “dreadfully silent” senate chamber.

    [Fallacy: Question begging phrase – “dreadfully” as if there is some dark, hidden meaning]

2. Why do reason, logic play a “sharply diminished role” in our decision-making?

    [Fallacy:  Complex question]

3. Gore says a “large … number” of Americans wonder what’s wrong.

   [Fallacy:  Mob appeal – “large number”]

4. America is in danger from changes in public sphere.

    [Fallacy:  Appeal to fear – “in danger”]

5. He says he is not alone in feeling something is wrong.
    [Fallacy:  Mob Appeal – “not alone”]

6. Nobody now disagrees that the invasion of Iraq was a grievous mistake.

    [Fallacies:  Mob Appeal – “nobody disagrees”

                        Begging the question – “grievous mistake”]
7. An “authoritative study” says Americans watch 4 hours and 35 minutes of TV each day, this makes for a “well-amused audience,” but not a “well-informed citizenry.”
    [Fallacy:  Appeal to authority – “authoritative study”]
8. TV makes ideas irrelevant, stresses images, which are expensive. This is why Congress wants rich people as candidates.

   [Fallacy: False Cause – “this is why”]
9.  Advisers said:  “Run this ad and you’ll get 8.5% increase in your lead.”

     [Fallacies:  Hasty generalization, False Cause – “increase turned out to be 8.5%”]
10. Big companies could limit free flow of information over the Internet – this creates danger that these could get control.

    [Fallacy: Slippery slope – “will get control”]
11. The democratization of the Internet (broadband) is supporting processes which reinvigorate democracy. We are getting smarter as a society.

   [Fallacies: Inconsistency – earlier Gore said we were dumber, but now we are smarter; Snob Appeal – “we are getting smarter”]   

Comments:
    The predominate fallacy in Gore’s speech seems to be Mob Appeal – not surprising in a politician. 

    He says at first that we are dumb TV watchers and TV corrupts democracy and then at the end he asserts that we will achieve democratization through the world-wide web. This seems inconsistent and perhaps hasty generalization.
